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IN A NUTSHELL

•	 A dozen scenic train trips
•	 Private car from Chiayi 
	 to Fen Chi Hu Station
•	 High speed rail from Tainan to Kaohsiung
•	 4-5 star quality accommodation throughout
•	 Daily breakfast, 18 lunches and dinners
•	 Experienced English-speaking 
	 local guide throughout
•	 Small group touring 
	 (maximum of 20 passengers)

OVERVIEW

Ilha Formosa, the Beautiful Isle, as Portuguese sailors in the fourteenth century called Taiwan, is indeed 
a treasure! Its mountainous tropical location boasts beautiful sandy beaches, marbled-walled gorges, 
coastal jungle and forested ranges that reach almost 4,000 metres. Taiwan’s vibrant cities are dynamic, 
sophisticated and exciting while the markets, restaurants and street-food are second to none. Taiwan’s rich 
history includes thousands of years of Aboriginal habitation followed by Chinese, European and Japanese 
influences creating a fascinating cultural mix. Positioned on the major trade routes and heavily influenced by 
Asia’s great powers, Taiwan has some of China’s most important cultural icons and artworks, a residual from 
the Nationalists’ split from the mainland in the 1940s. As one traveller put it, “Formosa is China in a nutshell” 
so with a brilliant rail system featuring everything from high speed to heritage train travel, we are set for an 
intriguing and entertaining adventure.
Our northern autumn journey takes us from bustling Taipei by high speed train (HSR) to the magical resort 
of Sun Moon Lake. Victorian-era switchback railways traverse the mountains advancing up into the giant 
cypress forests of Mount Alishan in the high-altitude heart of the island. We continue by rail to circumnavigate 
the island, heading south to Kaohsiung and Taitung then north hugging the east coast past gorges, ravines, 
dramatic coastlines and vibrant historic cities.
Luxury accommodation, delicious dinners, plenty of time to explore and shop, while the company and insights 
of your local guide and host complete your adventure of this fascinating island nation.

YOUR TOUR LEADER

Bob Daniel has been fascinated with trains all his 
life, his father having engineered the construction 
of many of the famous Australian trains during the 
1950’s and 60’s such as the Southern Aurora and 
The Sunlander.  Bob is also the founder and original 
owner of Guidepost Tours nearly 40 years ago, 
which now operate niche market tours to many 
destinations around the world. He regularly travels 
by rail on local trains throughout South East Asia 
and many other countries, discovering how the 
spread of rail routes has led to the development and 
enhancement of culture and life in rural communities 
and cities, even in undeveloped regions. 
 
Bob has travelled to Taiwan many times. This has 
given Bob an in-depth knowledge of the region 
and an appreciation of which trains are a must to 
experience, the most scenic routes, and how to 
use a mix of train travel and other transport modes 
to feel the love for the country, the people and the 
culture.
 
Whilst still involved with the development of 
itineraries for Guidepost Tours and Railway 
Adventures, Bob is heavily involved with Heritage 
Rail Groups in New South Wales, is qualified in Rail 
Safety and Track Awareness, and travels regularly 
on steam and diesel tours as train manager or in 
other capacities. 



Day 1 • Thursday 16 November: ARRIVE TAIPEI

Arrive in Taiwan and settle into the popular Landis Hotel in the heart of Taipei. Early check-in is provided and in the late morning 
gather with Bob and our fellow travellers for a delicious welcome lunch. The afternoon presents a chance to get a taste of 
this dynamic city with a quick trip on the Taipei Metro (MRT) to the grandiose Chiang Kai Shek Memorial Hall. The other great 
architectural icon in the city is Taipei 101, one of the world’s tallest buildings. We will have the opportunity to travel up to the 
Observation Deck for a magnificent view of the city and surrounding area. In the evening, we visit the Raohe Street Night Market 
where you can sample any number of local delicacies and wares; we may even pull up a seat in a local favourite for a light dinner 
and drinks.

Overnight: The Landis Taipei (B, L)
 
Day 2 • Friday 17 November: TAIPEI

After breakfast we embark on a day of exploration around the city. We start with the 228 Memorial Peace Park which recognises 
the sacrifice in 1947 of protesters of the KMT government, a defining moment in Taiwan’s modern history. The National Taiwan 
Museum, home to world’s largest and finest collection of Chinese art, is also part of this historic precinct. We will see the 
famous Longshan (Lungshan) Temple and then after a break for lunch we then visit Ximen Red House, a Western-style red-brick 
octagonal structure built in 1908 and Taiwan’s first public market. 

Close by is the Ximenting Shopping Area, the mecca for youth culture and pop stars who often come here for promotional events 
on weekends. We complete our city tour with a visit to the National Revolutionary Martyrs’ Shrine with its grand and magnificent 
architectural style symbolising the martyrs’ brave spirit.

Overnight: The Landis Taipei (B, D)

Day 3 • Saturday 18 November: TAIPEI—NEIWAN—TAICHUNG

Board our train for Hsinchu Railway Art Village, an old railway warehouse converted to an art space, and Neiwan Old Street. 
Riding a train on the Neiwan Line offers pastoral scenery of green farms, unspoiled valleys, and an iconic suspension bridge. 
Some say it is almost as if the train is taking its passengers straight into Shangri-La. 

Neiwan was once a timber and coal transportation hub and it became the economic heart of the area after the opening of the 
Neiwan Line. It also earned the name of the “Village of Cherry Blossoms” as the Japanese planted many cherry blossoms 
here at the beginning of the Japanese Occupation. Stopping at Miaoli, we will visit the Railway Museum and see locomotives 
and rolling stock displayed including Shay engines used on the Alishan Railway and the Taiwan Sugar Railway, and different 
firewood engines including the S400 model from 1969. We spend the night in Taichung and visit the Fengjia Night Market, one of 
Taichung’s famous commercial business districts covering approximately one square kilometre.

Overnight: Tempus Hotel, Taichung (B, L)

Day 4 • Sunday 19 November: TAICHUNG—SUN MOON LAKE

Today we head to Warehouse No. 20. The Taiwan Railway Administration renovated warehouses and collectively renamed them 
“Warehouse No. 20: The Railway Art Network” consisting of an exhibition area, theatres, cafes, and free space for artists to 
create.

The next stop is Changhua City located at the interchange of the Ocean Line and Mountain Line of the North-South Railway which 
forms a transportation network with the highway and expressway systems. Changhua City owns the only fan-shaped steam 
engine depot in Taiwan. The CK-101 steam engine is among the locomotives stationed here and we take time to have a look 
around and stroll the streets and shops nearby. We then continue on by coach to one of the most revered sights in Taiwan—the 
magical Sun Moon Lake. We check into our beautiful hotel and enjoy dinner and a roof top view over the stunning lake.

Overnight: Fleur de Chine, Sun Moon Lake (B, D)



Day 5 • Monday 20 November: SUN MOON LAKE

After breakfast we begin our exploration of the area. Sun Moon Lake, located in the 
middle of Taiwan, with an elevation of 748 metres above sea level, is the only natural big 
lake in Taiwan. Travelling along the Jiji Railway we will see beautiful scenery and ancient 
buildings. The railway itself is 29.7 kilometres in length, starting from Ershui and passing 
through Yuanchuan, Zhuoshui, Longchuan, Jiji, and Shuili and ending in Checheng. Finish 
the day with a ride on the Sun Moon Lake Ropeway—a spectacular cable car journey 
that travels between the Formosan Aboriginal Cultural Village and Sun Moon Lake. 

Overnight: Fleur de Chine, Sun Moon Lake (B, L, D)

Day 6 • Tuesday 21 November:		           
SUN MOON LAKE—ALISHAN

Our private train journey today takes us to Alishan Forest, famous for hosting one of only 
three mountain railway journeys in the world and for its amazing sunrises. The clouds are 
so dense and thick that the mountaintops appear like islands on an ocean of cloud. The 
best time to watch the cloud season is autumn. We have an opportunity to visit Ziyun 
Temple, a 300-year-old shrine situated halfway up the mountain. 

Our journey between Chiayi and Fen Chi Hu Station will be enjoyed in a private railcar.

Overnight: Alishan House, Alishan Forest (B, L, D)

Day 7 • Wednesday 22 November: ALISHAN—KAOSIUNG

From Alishan we travel by train to Jushang, a stop in the Alishan Mountains very popular 
as a place from which to watch the sunrise, and for the train experience. We stop at 
the century-old Fenchihu Station which was once the largest stop-off point for Alishan 
Forest Railways and also the major centre for repair and maintenance. Today, visitors 
can find old steam locomotives, old engine models, a refuelling station, and, at the Train 
Garage, a number of pictures displaying the glorious history of Alishan Forest Railways 

We complete the day’s sightseeing with a Tainan City Tour including a visit to Anping 
Tree House and Anping Castle. Anping Tree House is actually the old warehouse building 
for Tait & Company. After years of neglect, banyan trees have claimed the building for 
themselves, making the whole structure a giant brick flower pot for the foliage that pours 
out of the roof. Anping Castle is the Old Dutch Fort that was demolished by the Japanese 
during their occupation. It was subsequently rebuilt by the KMT and renamed Anping 
Fort. We then continue to Kaosiung by High Speed Train and transfer to our impressive 
central hotel for the next 2 nights.

Overnight: 85 Sky Tower Hotel, Kaohsiung (B, L, D)



Day 8 • Thursday 23 November:  
KAOHSIUNG

Following breakfast we visit the Lotus Lake scenic area. This famous 
area on the northern outskirts of Kaohsiung City is noted for its 
profusion of temples, with the Confucius Temple at its northern edge 
and, in the south, the Dragon and Tiger Pagodas and the Spring and 
Autumn Pavilions. Entering a dragon’s throat and coming out a lion’s 
mouth symbolizes turning bad luck to good fortune. Inside, paintings 
depict China’s twenty-four most obedient sons as well as scenes 
of heaven and hell. These are meant to inspire people to do good 
deeds during their lifetime, and also provide threatening examples of 
retribution for wrongdoing. 

We visit the Pier-2 Art Center, where the main building, Pier 2 
warehouse, was once a sugar storage and now houses different 
contemporary art installations throughout the year. The surrounding 
grounds are full of modern art sculptures, statues and decorated 
buildings. 

The day will be finished with a visit to the Former British Consulate 
which was built in 1865 and is now the oldest western building 
preserved in Taiwan. Spend the evening at Liuhe Night Market—
don’t miss the opportunity to taste the papaya milk and steamed 
salty shrimps!

Overnight: 85 Sky Tower Hotel, Kaohsiung (B, L)

Day 9 • Friday 24 November:  
KAOHSIUNG—CHIHPEN

Today we head further south and across to the eastern side of the 
island by train. The local express heads out of Kaohsiung, through 
industrial suburbs then past fields of rice, corn, and canola before 
the scenery changes and we slice though the ranges and across fast-
flowing rivers as we skirt the southern peninsula. Finally, we launch 
out onto the coast, at times rolling right beside the water’s edge. The 
eastern side of the island is less populated and the preferred home 
of the Taiwanese Aborigines who have inhabited the island for more 
than 8,000 years. At Chihpen we transfer to the hotel and visit the 
National Forest Recreation Area.

The forest is enchanting with its giant weeping figs that have hanging 
aerial roots forming a complex spider web-like design. We are likely 
to see macaques and potentially some muntjacs—a small deer which 
makes a kind of barking sound.

Overnight: Hotel Royal, Chihpen (B, L, D)

Day 10 • Saturday 25 November: 
CHIHPEN—TAROKO

We depart the hotel after a relaxing morning and transfer to Taitung 
Station where we will board train #213 and head slightly inland on 
to Hualien, detraining for lunch. Afterwards, we will continue up to 
Taroko Gorge, famous for its spectacular mountains, cliffs and marble 
canyons that stretch along Liwu River. The waterfalls characterise 
Taroko National Park but the Swallow Grotto (Yanzikou) and Tunnel of 
Nine Turns (Jiuqudong) are also impressive natural scenes in Taroko. 

Tianxiang marks the terminus of the Taroko section of the highway, 
and the township has lots of interest such as the Grand Formosa 
Hotel, the Tianxiang Suspension Bridge, Pudu Temple, and the nearby 
Baiyang Waterfall Trail. We then return to our beautiful hotel set in the 
wild forest of the Park. Take the time to swim in the landscaped pool 
before enjoying a drink or two on the rooftop bar followed by dinner 
in the hotel’s charming dining room.

Overnight: Silks Place, Taroko Gorge (B, L, D)



Day 11 • Sunday 26 November: TAROKO GORGE – WULAI - TAIPEI

We check out of the hotel and transfer to Hualien station for the short run by train north to Taipei to be followed by a gentle day of 
sightseeing to the atmospheric town of Wulai. The town is famous for its hot springs and Aboriginal culture and its name derives 
from the Atayal phrase kirofu ulai meaning “hot and poisonous”, a reference to its mineralised hot springs. The Wulai waterfall is 
a spectacular backdrop to the village that hugs the edge of the river. 

We board a crazy little train called the Wulai pushcart, a remnant of the logging industry, and follow that with a ride on the gondola 
to view the scenery. We then finish off with a wonderful Aboriginal cultural show and free time for lunch and shopping. In the 
afternoon we return to Taipei for an evening at leisure.

Overnight: The Landis, Taipei (B,L,D)

Day 12 • Monday 27 November: TAIPEI—PINGSHI - TAIPEI

Our last day presents an interesting and scenic excursion to a collection of historic towns to the east of Taipei. We take the 
train from Taipei to Ruifang and then change onto the Pingxi branch line, a highly scenic ride through a wild wooded gorge and 
remnants of the coal industry that was the reason for the lines existence. After lunch we enjoy the Flying Lantern Experience then 
travel to Jiufen village the traditional gold mining centre of Taiwan. This once isolated village is located in northeast Taiwan, next 
to the mountain and facing the sea. The teahouses make for an excellent stop during a visit to the mountain village and there is 
also the beautiful ocean view of the Port of Keelung. We make a stop to view the unique and spectacular Nanya rock formations 
before arriving back in Taipei.

Enjoy some downtime before regrouping for a celebratory farewell dinner at a local restaurant.

Overnight: The Landis Hotel Taipei (B, D)

Day 13 • Tuesday 28th November: DEPARTURES

After breakfast in the hotel we say goodbye to one and all and head home or continue on for more adventures.



TOUR PRICES

Per person twin share	 $6,249
Single supplement	 $1,785

Deposit (per person)  	 $1,000 at time of booking
Final payment due by 	 17 September 2017

*Single travellers may request to share. Please advise at 
time of booking.

INCLUSIONS
	
•	 12 nights’ accommodation in 4-5 star boutique hotels.
•	 Most meals as per itinerary  
	 (B=breakfast, L=lunch, D=dinner)
•	 Comfortable air-conditioned private vehicle  
	 and train transportation
•	 Comprehensive sightseeing with expert  
	 local guides and your tour leader
•	 Excursions/entrances fees except those listed 
	 in the itinerary as optional

EXCLUSIONS

•	 Flights to connect with the commencement 
	 and completion of the tour
•	 Airport transfers on arrival and departure 
•	 Excursions/entrances listed as optional in the itinerary
•	 Items of a personal nature e.g. telephone, 
	 laundry, minibar
•	 Travel insurance



This tour is operated by Guidepost Tours, a 
division of SCT Travel Group in conjunction 
with Scott McGregor’s Railway Adventures 
T/A Lic. No. 2TA5895

DETAILS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
We endeavour to have all the details of our tours correct at 
the time of printing however sometimes factors beyond our 
control such as movements in foreign exchange rates, the 
availability of requested hotels, the operation of trains and 
other services may change and affect the final inclusions 
and price. Therefore items mentioned in the brochure such 
as quoted prices, hotels and inclusions are subject to 
change. Please check with us at the time of booking.

ADDITIONAL TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
We can assist you with your international flights, pre- and 
post-travel including extended stays in Europe, visas and 
travel insurance. Call our office on 1300 733 323 if you 
would like to discuss options.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
For more information on factors that may affect your 
ability to participate in the tour such as fitness levels, fees 
and charges, payment schedules, passport validity and 
liabilities please refer to the Terms and Conditions that 
accompany the booking form. Terms and Conditions can 
also be requested at any time. 


