Holy Land with Fatima Spain & Lourdes
Holy Land, Lisbon, Santarem, Fatima, Salamanca, Alba de Tormes, Avila, Burgos, Loyola, Lourdes
Tour 222

- 17 Days

If you desire to draw closer to Jesus of Nazareth, come, as we follow in His footsteps. Each day of
your pilgrimage you will have time to renew and affirm your faith; to pray and reflect. The Scriptures
will come alive as you visit Our Lord's homeland. You will be inspired by the natural beauty of the
landscape, in addition to its rich historical heritage It is an encounter that has changed the lives of
many pilgrims, an act of faith and prayer. Pilgrims have been traveling to the Holy Land for hundreds
of years, and as part of your pilgrimage, we include many of the rich traditions that have evolved over
time.

YOUR TRIP INCLUDES:
16 nights at centrally located first class hotels as
follows: (or similar)
~ 1 night: Grand Beach in Tel Aviv, Israel
~ 2 nights: Ron Beach Hotel or Ein Gev Hotel,
Tiberias, Israel
~ 5 nights: Olive Tree or Grand Court Hotel,
Jerusalem, Israel
~ 1 night: Hotel Marques de Pombal, Lisbon,
Portugal
~ 2 nights: Santa Maria Jardim, Fatima, Portugal
~ 1 night: Hotel Abba Fonseca, Salamanca, Spain
~ 1 night: Hotel Abba, Burgos, Spain
~ 3 nights: Hotel Moderne or Hotel Gaillia Londres,
Lourdes, France
Transfers as per itinerary
Breakfast and Dinner daily
Wine with dinners
Transportation by air-conditioned motor coach
Assistance of a professional local Catholic guide(s)
Sightseeing and admissions fees as per itinerary
Catholic Priest available for Spiritual Direction
Mass daily & Spiritual activities
Luggage handling (1 piece per person)

Day-by-Day Itinerary:
Day 1 - Tel Aviv - Mediterranean Coast
Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. Exit terminal at the sign marked "groups" and meet your local
guide who will escort you to our hotel on the coast. Dinner and overnight.

Day 2 - Galilee: Caesarea, Mt Carmel, Stella Maris, Cana, Nazareth, Basilica of the Annunciation
We travel via the coast to Caesarea, where the Romans held Paul prisoner. Visit the Roman
and Crusader ruins. Drive through the Carmel Mountains heading for the Galilee. In Haifa,
visit Stella Maris, a Carmelite Monastery with the Madonna of Mt Carmel. Continue to
Mukhraka where Elijah confronted the false prophets of Baal and where the Carmelite Order

was started. Drive to Cana, the village of Jesus' first miracle of changing water into wine;
here couples may renew their wedding vows. Continue to the Basilica of Annunciation in
Nazareth where we will celebrate Mass and visit Mary's Well and the Church of the Angel
Gabriel. Dinner and overnight in the Galilee.

Day 3 - The Ministry of Christ in the Galilee:
Tiberias, Boat ride on Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, Mt. Beatitudes, Caesarea Philippi
Some of today's highlights are a boat ride across the Sea of Galilee to Capernaum to see
the synagogue and St. Peter's house, a visit to the Mount of the Beatitudes where the
Sermon on the Mount was given, to Tabgha to see the splendid mosaic about the miracle of
the loaves and fishes, and to the nearby Church of Peter's Primacy where Peter was told "
Feed my lambs, feed my sheep." There will be an unforgettable Mass near the shores of the
Sea of Galilee at the Primacy or Mt Beatitudes. In the afternoon we visit Caesarea Philippi,
location of the testimony of St. Peter and where Jesus answered him “You are the Rock and
upon this rock I will build my Church.” Dinner and overnight at your hotel in the Galilee.

Day 4 - Jordan River & Mt Tabor
We start the day by going remembering our Baptism at
the Jordan River. Continue to Mount Tabor, scene of
the Transfiguration, where we will have Mass. Drive
down the Jordan Valley and head towards Jerusalem.
Dinner and overnight at the hotel in Jerusalem.

Day 5 - Jerusalem and Bethlehem: Mt Olives, Church of
Visitation, Shepard's Fields, Church of the Nativity
On the first day in Jerusalem we present an overview
for a better understanding of its geography and some
of the key sites surrounding the area. This includes a dramatic view of the Old City from the
Mount of Olives, revealing a city with 4000 years of history. From this vantage point see
much of what makes Jerusalem such a unique city to the three major religions – Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. We then head to the village of Ein Karem, the birthplace of St. John
the Baptist and to the Church of Visitation where the Blessed Virgin Mary visited her cousin,
Elizabeth, and proclaimed the 'Magnificat'. In the afternoon we drive to the Shepherd's
Fields where the angels announced the birth of Jesus. Then we visit the Church of the
Nativity in Bethlehem that stands upon the site where Jesus was born. Mass in Bethlehem
or the Shepherds Fields. Dinner and overnight at the hotel in Jerusalem.
Day 6- Jerusalem, The Passion of Jesus' Last Hours:
Mt Olives, Palm Sunday, Dominus Flevit, Gethsemane, Cave of
Betrayal, Cave of Assumption, Pater Noster
We begin our day with a visit to the Mt. of Olives to walk
the Palm Sunday route stopping at Dominus Flevit, where
Jesus wept over Jerusalem. Then to Gethsemane, the
Rock of Agony where Jesus prayed His last prayer before
his arrest. Visit the cave of betrayal then the cave of
Assumption of Mary to heaven. Back on the Mt of Olives
we visit the Pater Noster with the Lords Prayer in many
languages, and the Ascension from where ascended to
Heaven. Dinner and overnight at the hotel in Jerusalem.

Day 7 - Stations of the Cross:
Via Dolorosa, St. Anne’s Church, Ecce Homo, Church of the Holy
Sepulcher, Wailing Wall, Upper Room, Dormition

Early in the morning we retrace the last steps of Jesus. As we walk along the Via Dolorosa
(Way of Sorrow), through the markets of the Old City praying the Stations of the Cross, we
reflect on the greatness of His sacrifice. Finally we arrive at the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre for Mass. After breakfast at our hotel we return to the Old City of Jerusalem to
visit St. Anne’s Church, the home of the Virgin Mary and her parents Saints Joachim and
Anne. We pass the Ecce Home where Pilate proclaimed “Behold the man”; then the Wailing
Wall, the most holy place for Jews. Nearby is the Dome of the Rock and the Haram al Sharif
or Temple Mount. We exit at Mt Zion. At the Cenacle we visit the Upper Room of the Last
Supper. Next we go to Dormition Abbey where we believe the Blessed Mary died. We end
the day at St. Peter in Gallicantu where Peter denied Him thrice. Dinner and overnight at
the hotel in Jerusalem.

Day 8 - The Wilderness: Bethany, Jericho, Mt Temptation, Dead Sea
We begin our day with a visit to Bethany where Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. The
desert east of Jerusalem is rich in Christian tradition. Further east, just off the Roman road
that Jesus 'walked', is Wadi Qelt gorge, site of the Monastery of St. George. At the oasis
town of Jericho, visit the excavations of the oldest city in the world and view Mt. Temptation
where Jesus fasted and was tempted by Satan. On the way back there is time for a swim
(or rather a float!) in the mineral-rich waters of the Dead Sea, renowned for its healing
properties. In the afternoon, there will be time for you to revisit some of your favorite sites
and time for last minute buying of gifts for your loved ones. Dinner and overnight at the
hotel in Jerusalem.
Day 9 - Jerusalem - Lisbon
Early morning departure to Tel Aviv where we will board our flight to Lisbon. Arrive Lisbon.
This afternoon we will enjoy a tour of Lisbon. Sightseeing tour will include a visit of the
Cathedral, St. Jerome’s Monastery,
Saint Anthony's Church, Belem
Quarter: Belem Tower, 25 April Bridge,
Discoveries Monument. Our drive will
also take us through the Basilica of the
Star, Rossio Square, Commerce square
and Marquee of Pomba Square. Dinner
and overnight in Lisbon.

Day 10 - Lisbon - Santarem - Fatima
After breakfast depart Lisbon for
Santarem, where one of the oldest
cities in the world is located. We will
walk through its narrow streets to the
Church of St. Stephen, containing the
oldest recorded Eucharistic Miracle.
This miracle has been on continuous display since 1269. We then contin-ue on to Fatima,
the place where the Blessed Mother appeared in 1917 to three simple shepherd children and
exhorted mankind to pray for world peace. Dinner and overnight in Fatima.

Day 11 - Fatima
Six times, from May 13 to Oct 13, 1917, the Virgin Mary appeared to three shepherd
children in the diocese of Leiria. A new church has been constructed, however just as
beautiful, an older church was constructed here in 1928 and millions of pilgrims visit each
year. Fatima is one of the most visited holy places for Catholics from around the world. The
atmosphere of intense spirituality and the importance of Fatima have been attested to by

the visits of two Popes: Paul VI and John Paul II. Touring Fatima, see the Little Chapel of
the Apparitions, Basilica, the site of Francesco and Jacinta's graves, the Hamlet of Aljustrel,
where the children lived, and Valinhos, the site of Our Lady's appearance after the children's
return from prison. Follow the Stations of the Cross along the Via Sacra (The Sacred Way)
culminating in the Chapel of Calvary, which overlooks all of Fatima. Join pilgrims from
around the world in an evening candle-light procession to pray the rosary. Dinner and
overnight in Fatima.

Day 12 - Fatima - Salamanca
Breakfast in the hotel. In the morning departure towards the city of Salamanca. Salamanca
is the most graceful city in Spain. For four centuries it was the seat of one of the most
prestigious universities in the world and, despite losing this reputation in the XVII Century,
it has kept the unmistakable atmosphere of a seat of learning. It is a small place, and it is
given a gorgeous harmony by the golden sandstone from which almost the entire city seems
to be constructed. The city’s architectural sights seem endless: two cathedrals, one Gothic,
the other Romanesque, vie for attention with Renaissance palaces and gems of Plateresque
decoration. The Plaza Mayor is the finest in Spain; and the surviving university buildings are
tremendous throughout, all of them distinguished by the same warm stone. Today we will
visit this impressive and beautiful city: The grand Plaza Mayor is the hub of Salmantine life,
the vast Baroque church of La Clerecía, the Casa de las Conchas (House of Shells), named
after the rows of carved scallop shells symbol of the pilgrimage to Santiago which decorate
its façade, the University, the cathedrals, the Roman Bridge, San Marcos and San Martin
churches, etc. Dinner in a local restaurant. Overnight in Salamanca.

Day 13 - Salamanca - Alba de Tormes - Ávila - Burgos
After breakfast in the hotel we will depart towards the village of Alba de Tormes. In Alba we
will visit and celebrate Mass at the Carmelite Monastery, where Saint Teresa died in 1582
and is buried. In the little museum of the Carmelite Monastery we will be able to see the
incorrupt heart and left arm of the Saint. Later on we will continue our journey to Ávila. Two
things distinguish Ávila: its eleventh-century walls, two perfectly preserved kilometers of
which surround the old town, and the mystic writer Santa Teresa, who was born here and
whose shrines are a major focus of religious pilgrimage. Ávila’s atmosphere has changed
very little since the days of Santa Teresa, the first woman to be named a Doctor of the
Church, to whom the city is dedicated: the Cathedral, started in the XII Century but never
finished and built in three different
styles: Romanesque, Gothic and
Renaissance; San Vicente church, the
Incarnation Convent, where St. Therese
became a nun and home to the most
comprehensive museum dedicated to
her life ; La Santa Monastery, built on
the site of the house where she was
born, San José Convent, the first
monastery founded by the Saint, etc.
After the visit departure to the city of
Burgos, the historic capital of Old
Castile. After dinner explore Burgos (on
your own), and admire the magnificent
limestone Cathedral. Overnight in
Burgos.

Day 14 - Burgos - Loyola - Lourdes
After breakfast depart Burgos, heading for Lourdes, France. En route stop in Loyola, the
birthplace of St Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Jesuits. Here, we'll see the 17th Century
Basilica dedicated to St Ignatius. Behind the sanctuary is the family home of St. Ignatius,
which we'll visit during our stop. The most venerated place in this building is the room
where Ignatius at age 30, was brought following his serious wounding at the Battle of
Pamplona. Later we motor through the Pyrenees Mountains into Lourdes. Here, standing
between the spectacular mountain-river, Gave de Pau, stands picturesque Lourdes, the
birthplace of St Bernadette to whom Our Lady appeared in 1858 near the Grotto of
Massabielle. Settle into your hotel, explore before dinner, followed by a candlelight
procession (every evening from Apr through Oct) before retiring for the evening.

Day 15 & 16 - Lourdes
After breakfast, our guided tour of Lourdes will include the sanctuary; the Basilica of St Pius
X, the world's largest underground church; and the baths where hundreds of miraculous
cures have taken place. Enjoy a video presentation telling the story of Lourdes, and walk in
the footsteps of St Bernadette. See Boly Mill where St Bernadette was born and the
"Cachot," an abandoned prison where Bernadette's impoverished family lived. Join your
prayers with those of pilgrims from around the world as you pray for the sick, drink water
from the miraculous spring, pray at the Grotto and submerge yourself in the healing baths.
Experience Christ's love as you walk the life-sized Stations of the Cross overlooking the holy
Grotto. Kneel in the chapel built on the very rock of the Grotto in obedience to the request
of the "Immaculate Conception." Attend the blessing of the sick and participate in nightly
candlelight processions requested by Our Lady, and take time for private devotions. Each
evening dinner and overnight at your hotel.

Day 17 - Lourdes – onward jouney
Early morning departure Lourdes for your homebound flights.
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